rails and the like could be classified as non-violent. I had
always questioned the practicability of the interference being
non-violent. Even if such interference could conceivably be
non-violent, as I hold it can be, it is dangerous to put it before
the masses who cannot be expected to do such things non-
violently. Nor would I expect the classification of the British
power in the same category as the Japanese for the purpose
of the movement.
60.    Having allowed myself to criticize the opinion of a4
respected  colleague  I   wish  to  say  that   Shri   Mashruwala'ir
opinion is no evidence of violent intention.   At best it is an
error of judgement which is much more likely in a novel sub-
ject like the applicability of ahimsa practised in all walks of
life by masses of mankind.   Great   generals   and   statesmen
have   been   known   before now to have committed errors of
judgement   without   losing   caste   or   being   accused   of   evil
intentions.
61.    Then comes the Andhra circular.  I must regard it as
forbidden ground for me inasmuch as I knew nothing about it
before my arrest.   Therefore I can only comment on it with,
reserve.   Subject to that caution I consider the document to be*
harmless on the whole.   This is its governing clause:
"The whole movement is based on non-violence. No act which
contravenes these instructions should ever be undertaken. All acts of
disobedience committed should be overt never covert (open but not
under cover).*'
The parenthesis is in the original. The following warning
is also embodied in the circular:
"Ninety-nine chances out of hundred chances are for the inaugura-
tion of this movement by Mahatniaji at an early date, possibly a few
hours after the next All India Congress Committee meeting at Bombay,
The D. C. C.'s should be alert and begin to act immediately, but please
also take note that no movement should be launched or any overt act
done till Mahatmaji decides. After all he may decide otherwise and
you will be responsible for a great unwarranted mistake. Be ready,
organize at once, be alert, but by no means act."
As to the body of the circular, I could not make myself
responsible for some of the items. But I must refuse to judge
a thing which I cannot correct, especially in the absence of whaj
the Committee has to say on them, assuming of course that the
circular is an authentic document, I miss in the indictment the
text of the alleged "written amendment" "raising" the ban on
the removal of rails,
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